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all elements having specific gravities sufficiently greater 
than the mean at a given level descend throu h the 
horizontal plane a t  that level, and therefore ckplace 
lighter water upward through the plane a t  the same 
rate. nitude of this upward flow of rel- 

4. The velocity of descent of each element is propor- 
tional to the difference between its specific avity and 

5. The observed value of any pro erty of the water, 
physical or chemical (temperature, sayinity, 0, etc.), a t  
any depth is the aver e of the values for all of the mater 
particles or elements? othascending and descending at 
that level. 

E’rom the assumptions stated above two fundamental 
uations, one a partial difierential equation and the 

o er an int al equation, have been deduced. The 
fht  involves e tem erature of the rising elements and 
the second that of t%e rising elements, the descending 
dements, and the average, or observed temperature. In 
addition, the times, de ths, and certain constants are 

proved practicable, the variables entering in can be 
computed from temperature observations and the re- 
lation of specific gravity to .temperature. Thus a series 
of equations, two for each depth, is formed in which the 
constants stand respectively for the rate of absorption 
of solar radiation by water, the rate of evaporation, and 
the rate at which solar radiation penetrates the water 
surface. “he only observations required are the tem- 
peratures at a series of depths and their time rates of 
change at each depth. 

Em hasis has commonl been placed upon meteorolog- 

itself in connection with evaporation researches. The 
importance of meteorological factors in evaporation is 
undisputed. Hence, determinations of the rate of evap- 
oration, solely from water temperature observations 
without using meterological data, explicitly must imply 
that the external factors influence the water tem eratures, 
and thus indirectly determine the computed v 8p ue of the 
eva oration. 

F!elimmmy computations have yielded values of the 
solar radiation, the absorption coefficient of radiation, 
and the rate of evaporation, all in good a eement with 
observation. Judging from the experience a T ready gained, 
any thorough investlgation of evaporation from water 
surfaces should involve observations of the water tem- 
peratures at m e r e n t  depths and times. Moreover, a 
sufficiently refined theoretical development along the 
line indicated in the resent pa er may contribute to the 
important question: b a t  is J e  actual rate of evapora- 
tion of water from a lake or reservoir? (Excerpts from 
author’s abstract.) 

A detailed explanation of the above theory, together 
with ty ical numerical applications and tables for facili- 
tating t E e computntions, IS being prepared for publication. 

Thus the m 

5 ativel warm and lig ”eh t water is reatest a t  the surface 
and B ecremes continually from t e surface downward. 

the average specific gravity of the water a t  t I? at level. 

% ”% 

involved. Although soution f of the equations has not 

ical o g servations rather ti an observations on the water 

investigations on the spread of the gipsy moth. Previous 
investigat.ions had shown t,hat, wind is n very im orhnt  

caterpillam, less than a quarter of an inch long, are carried 
by winds when the temperature is 60’ F. or higher, and 
under certain condit,ions rnuy drift long distances, 20 
or possibly 25 miles.” Studies were therefore made with 
n view to determining the probable spread in a given 
period, the ultimate nun being to secure data on which 
t.o base t.he selection of t,he most practicable region for 
n “control zone,” in which the destruction of all mfesta- 
t.ions could be accomplished with least expense and at  
t,he same t8ime most effectively. The experiments were 
conducted under the immediate direction of Dr. E. P. 
Felt, chief entomologist. 

In  1923 t.he most seriously infested area was that of 
west,ern Massachmett,s, southwestein Vermont, and 
northwest,ern 
were therefore made 

factor in the spread of this pest.. i’Recently R atched 

face winds are concerned. Data from the Weather 
Bureau st,ations :it Albany, Burlington, and Northfield 
bear out this assumption. 

the use of some 

inflated for a minimum buo ancy, only low altitude 
drift being desired. Each bdoon carried an addressed 
tag requesting the finder t.0 fill in certain data and then 
fonvitrd the tag by mail. Of the nearly 7,000 balloons 
released rep0rt.s were received from 422, qbout 6 p.er cent, 
and 398 of these conhined detailed information. A 
large proportion came down in southern New England, 
sonie reachin the eastern and southern coasts tlnd B few 
crossing the Eound and landing in Lon Island. Thus, 
the general drift WBS southeastward. -4%out 25 per cent 
maint:i.ined a. practvically constant direction throughout 

rht,; a few reached moderate heights tind reversed 
t,he their 9 irec.tion-one actually fell withm 15 feet of its 
startin point. n,ft,er being in t,he air more than 6 hours. 
S o m m  a at less t8u.n 2 per cent nf the total dnjt wm m a 
iiwdward dirrdion. 

So far 11s the primary purpose of t,his investi ation is 

westward hy wind is likely to be small and that therefore 
n.n effective control .zone can be established and main- 
t.ained at  comparatively sma.11 cost.: Meteorologically, 
the results are of interest as confirmmg in a general way 
our ideas of wind frequency in the lower levels, except 
that. the percentaoe of easterly winds as determined from 
more extensive $ha is considerably greater than here 
shown. The shortness of the period of observation makes 
inadvisable angtliinp like a n  unreserved accept.ance of 
the results us generally representative, and, of course, to 
this extent, t,he conclusion as to the effectiveness of a con- 
t,rol zone should he likewise modified.-W. R. G. 

These studies were suppleinented b 
7,000 hydrogen-filled toy ha.lloons. I he balloons were 

concerned, the conclusion is t,hat the spread o f insects 

WIND DRIFT IN RELATION T O  GIPSY MOTH CONTROL 

During Nay and June, 1923, an interesting series of 
observations with small balloons was carried on b the 
Conservation Commission of the State of New fork, 
Alexander Macdonald, commissioner,’ in connection with 

WORK 
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1 Thirteenth A n n u  R e m ,  I&slatIve Document (1924). No. 80, pp. 168-189. 

NEW ARRANUEMENT OF METEOROLOUICAL WORK 
IN PORTUQAL 

Under date of February 25, 1924, the Director of the 
Marine Meteorological Service of Port 
Lisbon, informs tbs office of R, decree 
Government which effects a new 


